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FOREWORD FROM BISHOP MARK 

 

This year is different to all other years since the end of the Second World War. A 

global crisis prevents us making the journey to Lourdes as we have done year after 

year as a Shrewsbury Diocese. I know this will be a source of disappointment to many 

who have made this pilgrimage across the years as much as to those who were 

looking forward to their first pilgrimage to Lourdes.  

In this exceptional year, I want to invite you to join not merely a “virtual pilgrimage” 

rather a spiritual pilgrimage. A programme that will allow us to come together in prayer 

and celebration via the internet; make our own virtual visit to the Grotto of Lourdes 

and anticipate the joy of returning as pilgrims in the years ahead. The programme will 

allow you to join the Shrewsbury Pilgrimage of 2020 wherever you are.  

United with you in this pilgrimage of prayer, 

+ Mark 

Bishop of Shrewsbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WELCOME FROM THE DIRECTOR 

 

It was with huge sadness back in March that we realised that it would be impossible 

to go ahead safely with this year’s pilgrimage. Over the last few months I am sure 

many of you have made use of the various online Masses and devotions that have 

been broadcast from parishes around the country. Knowing how helpful these have 

been to so many people, Bishop Mark and I decided to explore the possibility of putting 

together a Virtual Pilgrimage to reach out to our regular pilgrims but also to enable 

others to get a sense of what it means to be part of a Shrewsbury Diocesan Pilgrimage 

to Lourdes. 

Although our Pilgrimage is one of the largest from England to Lourdes there is a 

wonderful sense of family amongst all of us who take part. What we experience in 

Lourdes is a true sense of what it means to be Church: the bonds of love and service 

that are so apparent amongst everyone who is part of the pilgrimage enable us to be 

the living presence of Christ in the world. At the heart of our Pilgrimage is the daily 

Mass when we encounter the real presence of Jesus who speaks to us in the 

Scriptures and who we receive as the Bread of Life in Holy Communion. At the end 

of each Mass we are sent out to “Love and Serve the Lord”; in other words, to be the 

real presence of Christ to others. The love that we share as Pilgrims brings the living 

Christ to others. 

At the heart of our Virtual Pilgrimage therefore is daily Mass led by our Bishop or 

priests who are part of our Pilgrimage family. I hope as you join in these Masses you 

will experience that wonderful sense of being part of our Pilgrimage family. I am truly 

grateful to all those who have agreed to celebrate our Masses or lead the various 

devotions during these days of Virtual Pilgrimage. Please join in prayer with us over 

these days. I am enormously grateful to Helen Tildesley and Lucy Walsh who have 

coordinated everything to bring our virtual pilgrimage together: they have certainly 

gone the extra mile for us all. 

Next year will be a special year for our Pilgrimage as it will be the 70th anniversary of 

our first Diocesan Pilgrimage. Already we are beginning the planning for next year. 

Please keep these preparations in your prayers and pray also in thanksgiving for the 

love that is shared amongst our Pilgrimage Family. 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes pray for us.      

St Bernadette pray for us. 

 

God bless you all. 

Fr David Long. 

 



Diocese of Shrewsbury 

Virtual Pilgrimage to Lourdes Programme 
 

 

Date 
 

Time 
 

Event 
 

Venue/Location 

 

 

DAY 1 

Thurs 

30th July 

8.30am Messages of Welcome  Website, Facebook & YouTube 

 

9am Live Opening Mass and Catechesis  

Celebrant: Bishop Mark Davies 

Shrewsbury Cathedral via  

Church Services TV 

2pm Passage through the Grotto led by Fr Tom 

Cunnah 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

 

 

 

 

DAY 2 

Fri 31st 

July 

10am Live Grotto Mass  

Celebrant: Fr Tony McGrath 

Christ Church, Heald Green via their 

website.  

2pm Water Service led by Fr Pat Munroe Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

4pm Live Mass at the Grotto in Lourdes 

Celebrants: Fr David Long  

and Fr Peter Sharrocks 

Lourdes TV 

5pm Virtual Blessed Sacrament  Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

6pm 

 

Youth Service with Bishop Mark Davies and 

SYMT 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

 

 

 

DAY 3 

Sat 1st 

Aug 

12pm Live Mass remembering Key Workers  

Celebrant: Fr Peter Burke 

St Alban’s RC Church, Macc via 

Church Services TV 

2pm Penitential Service led by Fr Owen Gallagher 

 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

4pm  Blessing of the Sick led by Fr Pat Munroe 

 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

8pm 

 

Virtual Torchlight Procession led by Canon 

Phil Moor VG 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

 

 

DAY 4 

Sun 2nd 

Aug 

11am  Live Streamed Mass 

Celebrant: Fr Chris Matthews 

Saint Michael and All Angels Church, 

Woodchurch via Church Services TV  

2pm  Songs of Praise led by Fr Stephen Wooley 

 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

8pm Quiz Night Zoom – Links and passwords will be 

sent out beforehand.  

 

DAY 5 

Mon 3rd 

Aug 

9am Live Final Mass, where deceased pilgrims 

will be remembered 

Celebrant: Bishop Mark Davies 

Shrewsbury Cathedral via  

Church Services TV 

10.30am Hospitality Message 

 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

2pm  Stations of the Cross – Hillside and Lower 

stations led by Fr Michael Coghlan and Fr 

David Long 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

5pm Holy Hour led by Deacon Robert Dykes 

 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

8pm Shrewsbury Live Lounge Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

DAY 6 

Tues 4th 

Aug 

10am Message of thanks Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

11am  A look back at our previous pilgrimages  

 

Website, Facebook Page & YouTube 

 

Check our website https://shrewsburylourdes.com/ for full details of the programme including joining 

instructions for Masses, ceremonies and other events. 

https://shrewsburylourdes.com/


THE STORY OF LOURDES 

Until Bernadette and the time of the Apparitions in 1858, Lourdes was a small village 

off the beaten track. Now it is a sizeable town, largely dependent upon servicing the 

needs of its millions of pilgrims and visitors. It is one of the best known religious 

shrines in the world as well as being an excellent base for visiting the spectacular and 

beautiful mountains of the Pyrenees. 

Bernadette was born at the Boly Mill on January 7th 

1844, the eldest of nine children born to Louise and 

François Soubirous. The family was poor and 

Bernadette had poor health suffering from asthma. 

Whilst her parents worked she looked after the other 

children. 

In 1856 her father lost his job and the family was 

forced to move to the Cachot, a disused jail which 

had been abandoned because it was so unhealthy. 

These were years of famine in the region and in 

1857 Bernadette went to live with her aunt in Bartres 

where she worked as a shepherdess and looked 

after a small child. In January 1858 she returned to 

Lourdes to prepare for her first Communion and to 

enrol in the free school of the Sisters of Charity. She 

was now 14 and, although considered a sensible 

girl, her lack of education and poor health caused 

difficulties. 

On 11th February 1858, Bernadette went collecting wood with one of her sisters and 

a friend by the river near to the Grotto. She heard a gust of wind and then saw 

‘A lady in white, she had a white dress girdled with a blue sash and a yellow rose on 

each foot, the colour of the chain on her rosary. I rubbed my eyes. I thought I was 

mistaken. I took out my rosary from my pocket and tried to make the Sign of the Cross. 

Then my hand trembled and I was able to make the sign myself. I said the Rosary. 

The Vision passed her rosary through her fingers but did not move her lips. When I 

had finished my Rosary the Vision disappeared.’ 

Bernadette told her sister of the vision and she in turn told their mother. Both children 

were beaten and forbidden to go back to the Grotto. 

On February 14th Bernadette got permission to visit the Grotto again and this time she 

sprinkled Holy Water at the Lady who smiled in return. As a result of this visit general 

interest in Lourdes began, most of it disapproving. Bernadette’s mother was upset at 

these ‘hallucinations’ and Bernadette suffered mocking and ridicule in the street. 

The third apparition took place on the 18th February and the Lady spoke: 

‘Will you have the goodness to come here for fifteen days? I do not promise to make 

you happy in this world, but in the next.’ 

 

http://www.lourdes-photo.com/images/rsgallery/original/BERNADETTE_01_DURAND.JPG


Bernadette did this, much to the opposition and disquiet of her mother and the local 

authorities. On February 21st the Lady urged Bernadette to ‘pray for sinners.’ Then on 

February 24th Bernadette kissed the ground at the Grotto and turned to the crowd 

sobbing, ‘Penance, penance, penance.’ 

On February 25th under direction from the Lady, Bernadette began scratching and 

digging at the ground with her hands. The Lady had said, ‘Go and drink at the spring 

and wash in it.’ Bernadette unearthed a small spring and tried to drink it and wash 

with the muddy water—much to the surprise and consternation of the crowd who had 

gathered. The authorities then tried to interrogate Bernadette but they could not 

comprehend the   matter. The parish priest Fr Peyramale kept a discreet distance. 

He was soon drawn into the matter when the Lady told Bernadette on February 27th, 

‘Go and tell the priests to build a chapel here.’ At the presbytery Fr Peyramale told 

Bernadette to go and find out the Lady’s name. Further apparitions took place 

including on the 2nd March when the Lady said, ‘Go and tell the priests that the people 

are to come here in  procession and that a chapel is to be built here.’ 

It was not until March 25th that the Lady finally revealed her name to Bernadette, ‘I am 

the Immaculate Conception.’ It was this that finally convinced Fr Peyramale that 

Bernadette was telling the truth. On April 7th there was the remarkable occasion when 

a candle burned for 10 minutes against Bernadette’s hand without her being harmed. 

The final apparition took place on July 16th with the Grotto by now barricaded by the 

local authorities and Bernadette kneeling some way off to see the Lady for the last 

time. 

Two years after the apparitions Bernadette went to live in the Hospice of the Sisters 

of Nevers and she joined the order in 1866, going to the novitiate in Nevers, from 

which time she never returned to Lourdes.   

In 1862 the Episcopal Commission had declared that the events had the hallmarks of 

truth and were worthy of belief. A statue had been placed in the Grotto in 1864 and 

the Crypt was blessed in 1866. Bernadette, after years of ill health, died in Nevers on 

April 16th 1879 and she was canonised in 1933. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER TO OUR LADY 

 

 

Virgin and Mother Mary, You, who, moved by the spirit, welcomed the Word of life in 
the depths of your humble faith, totally surrendered to the Eternal, help us to say our 
“yes” in the more than ever pressing need, to make the Good News of Jesus ring out.  
You, filled with the presence of Christ, you carried the joy of John the Baptist, making 
him exult in his mother’s womb. 
 
You, trembling with joy, you sang of the marvels of the Lord. 
 
You, who stood steadfast by the Cross with unshakable faith and welcomed the joyful 
consolation of the resurrection, you gathered the disciples to wait for the Spirit so that 
the evangelising Church be born. Grant us now the new zeal of the risen to take to all 
the Gospel of life which triumphs over death. 
 
Give us the saintly courage to seek out new ways to let all receive the gift of the beauty 
that never fades. 
 
You, Virgin of listening and contemplation, mother of the beautiful love, bride of an 
eternal marriage, intercede for the Church, who’s purest of icons you are, so that it 
never locks itself in and never stops in its passion to establish the Kingdom. 
 
Star of the new evangelisation, help us to shine out by our witness of communion, 
service, burning generous faith, justice and love for the poor, so that the joy of the 
Gospel reaches to the ends of the earth and no corner is denied its light. 
 
Mother of the living Gospel, source of joy for little ones,  
 
Pray for us. 

 
Amen. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 



THE WORK OF THE SANCTUARIES 

On February 26th 1858, the day after the spring began to flow at the Grotto, Louis 

Bouriette was cured of his blindness after washing his eyes in the water. His was the 

first miraculous cure and since then many cures have taken place. Although many 

thousands come to Lourdes on pilgrimage only a handful receive cures and many of 

these are not considered miraculous as the evidence is inconclusive. There are strict 

criteria laid down in the discernment of miracles and there was an interesting article 

in one of the recent editions of the Lourdes magazine about miracles in which Bishop 

Perrier who wrote that it was becoming more difficult to define a miracle because of 

the advance of medicine and treatments given for various illnesses. He proposes that 

rather than just looking at the actual sickness in a person we look more to the person 

themselves and the restoration of their faith and spirit of service. The article appears 

in issue no 130 of the Lourdes Magazine. Over 60 cases have been declared 

miraculous and about thirty cases each year are carefully considered by the Medical 

Bureau and authorities in Lourdes. Recently two more cures were declared 

inexplicable. Sister Luigina Traverso from the diocese of Casale Monferrato and Mrs 

Danila Castelli from the diocese of Pavia both in Italy have both been declared cured 

of their illnesses inexplicably in the present state of scientific knowledge. 

Since the time of the apparitions people have come in ever increasing numbers in 

procession to Lourdes. To accommodate them, hotels have been built and the many 

souvenir shops and bars also serve a purpose. However we leave the hustle and 

bustle of the secular world behind us as we enter the Domaine. Within this space are 

the Grotto, the Basilicas, Chapels and Baths. Each year improvements are made.  

The Sanctuaries employ over 400 people as well as using the services of countless 

volunteers during the pilgrimage season. Recently there has been a downward turn 

in the number of pilgrims coming to Lourdes especially from Italy and Ireland and this 

has a knock on effect on the finances of the Sanctuary so that, at the moment, when 

employees retire some of them are not being replaced. You are asked to be generous 

in the collections that take place during our Masses. The money goes to help with the 

upkeep and the work of the Sanctuaries. Monies given as offerings for candles also 

help in the upkeep of the Sanctuaries. All pilgrimages are required to give a donation 

to support the work of the Sanctuaries. 

The Sanctuaries are actively involved in trying to protect the environment by using 

solar panels to provide the hot water for the Accueil Notre Dame, by upgrading the 

generating facilities for electricity which uses a hydraulic turbine powered by the River 

Gave and also investigating the provision of votive lights with biodegradable 

containers.  

 



A GLOSSARY 
 

If you are new to Lourdes you may often hear certain words or expressions and 

wonder what they mean. Here is a short glossary of some of the more frequently used 

ones; 

The Domaine is the “real” Lourdes and is the spiritual centre containing the Basilicas, 

Grotto and Baths. There are three main entrances, St Michael’s Gate, St Joseph’s 

Gate and then a gate behind the Upper Basilica that is used during the night when 

the other two are closed. The whole area should be regarded as a Holy Place and 

treated respectfully i.e. definitely no smoking, no mobile phones, and no loud 

talking. The guards may turn you away if, in their opinion, you are not dressed 

correctly. 

 

The Grotto is the place where Our Lady appeared to St Bernadette eighteen times in 

1858.  On the ground, to the left in front of the Grotto, is a stone plaque marking the 

exact place where Bernadette stood. At the back of the Grotto, to the left of the altar, 

is the flowing spring that Bernadette uncovered on 25th February 1858. One 

interesting feature of the Grotto is that it never receives direct sunlight. Just by the 

step up to the Grotto you will see stones commemorating the visits of Pope John Paul 

II and Pope Benedict.  

 

The Prairie or Meadows is the open space over the River Gave from the Grotto where 

groups can gather for prayer and reflection and Masses for large numbers are 

celebrated at the Podium Altar. 

 

 

The Accueil Notre-Dame is situated in the Domaine.  

It is not a hospital in the usual sense but it is where 

our sick pilgrims are cared for during the week in 

Lourdes.  Literally, it means Our Lady Welcomes, and 

this is symbolized by the design of the building 

depicting welcoming open arms. It is situated on the 

far side of the River Gave near to St Bernadette’s 

Church. 

 
The Crowned Virgin Statue is situated at the end of 
the pathway from St Joseph’s Gate and faces the 
Rosary Basilica. It is often used as a meeting point 
because of its prominent position.  

 
 
 



 
 

The square in front of the statue is the Rosary Square 
which is dominated by three churches built on top of one 
another. The middle one is the Crypt which is directly 
over the Grotto and is the first church to have been built. 
The top one is the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception which is in the process of being refurbished. 
The bottom one is the Rosary Basilica, which has been 
refurbished over the last few years. The walls of the side 
altars contain mosaic images of the 15 traditional 
mysteries of the Rosary; whilst the new mysteries of Light 
are represented on the front façade of the Rosary Basilica 
in mosaic. 

 

There are two main areas laid out for the Stations of the Cross; the first is the famous 

‘Hillside’ version which as you look towards the three basilicas is on the hill to the left. 

You reach it by going up the ramp and then cross the road near the Upper Basilica. 

The second Way of the Cross is laid out for use by those in wheelchairs and is on the 

prairie.  

 

The Underground Basilica, dedicated to St Pius X, is the cavernous basilica to the 

side of the Rosary Esplanade. It can hold 25,000 pilgrims and was consecrated on 

25th March 1958 to celebrate the centenary of the apparitions by Cardinal Roncalli, 

who later became Pope John XXIII and now, St. John XXIII. Each Sunday and 

Wednesday the International Mass is celebrated in spectacular style. The Blessed 

Sacrament procession ends here each afternoon. In recent years the heating, lighting, 

closed circuit TV and public address systems have been restored and organ rebuilt.  

 

The Baths are situated past the Grotto and are visited by pilgrims in response to Our 

Lady’s invitation to Bernadette on 25th February 1858 “Go drink of the spring and wash 

yourself”. Directly opposite the Baths across the river on the Prairie is the  

 

Water Walk which gives an opportunity to reflect on the waters of Lourdes without 

going to the Baths 

 



Brancardier - the title given to male 

volunteer helpers.  It is the French word for 

stretcher-bearer who in the old days would 

carry sick pilgrims from the railway station to 

the hospital.  Richard Emsley is our Chief 

Brancardier and he is in charge of the teams 

of helpers during the pilgrimage.   

 

 

 

To support the weight of stretchers brancardiers wore canvas or leather bretelles, a 

type of shoulder harness which was, until recently, worn as a badge of office whilst 

on duty. When you enter the Domaine by St Joseph’s Gate you will see, halfway down 

the path on your left, a statue entitled Salus Infirmorum which was donated by the 

Diocese of Cambrai in 1912. A kneeling brancardier is shown supporting a sick 

pilgrim’s stretcher with the aid of his bretelles.   

The female helpers are known as Handmaids. Moving out of the Domaine there are 

various places associated with Bernadette and her family.  

 

 

The Cachot is situated near the town centre on the Rue 

des Petites Fosses and is the former prison where St 

Bernadette’s family lived in impoverished conditions. The 

parish church of Lourdes just off the main square in the 

town is also worth a visit. It replaced the building that 

Bernadette was familiar with but contains the font in which 

she was baptized. The Abbé Peyramale, parish priest of 

Lourdes at the time of the Apparitions is buried in the crypt.  

 

 

 

There are other places associated with St Bernadette. Bernadette was born in the 

Boly Mill just off the Boulevard de la Grotte, on 7th January 1844. She lived there until 

1854. Her parents, Louise and François, were the tenants of this mill. Bernadette 

spent a happy childhood in this "mill of happiness". The failure of François Soubirous 

obliged the family to leave this comfortable house in June 1854. Today the Boly Mill 

belongs to the Sanctuary and is looked after by the Daughters of the Church. There 

is also the Cachot mentioned above where she was living at the time of the Apparitions 

and the Hospice in the Municipal Hospital where she made her First Holy Communion. 

All of these places are in easy walking distance of the Domaine and our hotels.  



THE MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY 

 

The Joyful Mysteries  
 

1. Annunciation - Faith in the Incarnation 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke 1:26-38 
Blessed is the One who was conceived of the Holy 
Spirit, your Child Jesus. 
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into 
our hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, 
your Son, was made known by the message of an 
angel, may by his Passion and Cross, with the help of 
the Virgin Mary, be brought to the glory of the 
Resurrection. 
 
2. The Visitation – Wonderment 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke 1:39-56 
Blessed is the One who awakens joy by His presence, your Child Jesus 
All powerful God, you inspired the Virgin Mary, who carried your only Son within her, 
to visit her cousin Elizabeth; grant that we may be obedient to the breath of the 
Spirit, so that we may also magnify you eternally. 
 
3 The Nativity – Adoration 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke 2:14 
Blessed is the One who was born in Bethlehem, your Child Jesus 
Father, we are filled with new light by the coming of the Word among us; may the 
light of faith shine in our words and actions 
 
4 The Presentation - The offering of Self 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke 2:32-34 
Blessed is the One who was presented in the Temple, your Child Jesus 
All powerful Father, Christ your Son became man for us and was presented in the 
Temple. May he free our hearts from sin and bring us into your presence. 
 
5. The finding of Jesus in the Temple - Listening to the Word 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke 2:46 
Blessed is the one who dwells in the Father, your Child Jesus 
God our Father, in these times which are the last, you revealed yourself in your Son. 
He is your living word. May the Holy Spirit give us to listen and recognise him as our 
brother and our God. 

 
 
 
 



The Mysteries of Light 
 

1. The Baptism in the Jordan - Giving thanks for our Baptism  
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Matthew 3:14-17 
Blessed is the One who was baptised in the Jordan, your Child Jesus 
Almighty and eternal God, when the Spirit descended upon Jesus at His baptism in 
the Jordan, you revealed Him as your own Beloved Son. Keep us, your children 
born of water and the Spirit, faithful to your calling. 
 
2. The Manifestation of Jesus at Cana – Trust 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St John (2:1-11) 
Blessed is the One who made the wine of the new Covenant flow, your Child Jesus 
God, you wanted your Son to show his glory to humanity, to be present at the 
wedding and change water into wine through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, his 
Mother. Transform our hearts with the fire of your love, so that walking in new life, 
we can reach the eternal wedding. 
 
3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom – Contrition 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Mark 1:14-15 
Blessed is the One who opens the door of the kingdom, your child Jesus 
God our Father, through your Son you taught the Beatitudes to the disciples and the 
crowds; may your people love what you command and wait for what you promise; so 
that in the midst of the changes of this world our hearts may be firmly established 
where the true joys are. 
 
4. The Transfiguration of the Lord – to reflect God’s beauty 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Matthew (17:1-5) Blessed is the One who was 
transfigured on the mountain, your Child Jesus 
God our Father, in the transfigured glory of Christ your Son, you strengthen our faith 
by confirming the witness of your prophets, and show us the splendour of your 
beloved sons and daughters. As we listen to the voice of your Son, help us to 
become heirs to eternal life with him. 
 
5. The Institution of the Eucharist – to love the Eucharist 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Mark (14:22-24) 
Blessed is the one who gave us the Eucharist, your child Jesus. 
Lord Jesus Christ, you gave us the Eucharist as the memorial of your suffering and 
death. May our worship of this sacrament of your body and blood help us to 
experience the salvation you won for us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Sorrowful Mysteries 

 
1. The Agony of Our Lord - willing what God wills 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke 22:42-44  
Blessed is the one who lived through the hours of Agony, your Child Jesus.  
Eternal and Almighty God who listened to the ardent prayer of your Son Jesus 
Christ oppressed by anguish in the Garden of Olives, we implore you: we, who know 
the weakness of the apostles, grant us to stay awake and persevere in prayer; thus 
we shall obtain, according to your will, freedom from all sin. 
 
2. The Scourging at the Pillar – Patience 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St John (19:11) 
Blessed is the one who was scourged, your child Jesus 
God, in your infinite mercy, you willed your Son to undergo the trial of scourging to 
spare us the eternal trial; grant that we may be able to make amends, through a life 
of penance, for the evil we have committed, and by keeping in mind his wounds, 
avoid committing new offences 
 
3. The Crowning with Thorns – the Spirit of the Beatitudes 
 
A reading from the Gospel of St John (19:2-3 
Blessed is the One who was crowned with thorns, your Child Jesus. 
Almighty God, as we remember here on earth the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and venerate his crown of thorns, grant us the grace to be crowned by him with 
glory and honour in heaven 
 
4. The Carrying of the Cross – to carry one another’s burden 
 
A Reading from the gospel of St John (19: 16-17) 
Blessed is the One who carries the sin of the world, your Child Jesus. 
Through the glorious Passion of your Son, God our Father, You show us that the 
way of the Cross leads to eternal glory; since we want to follow Christ up to Calvary, 
grant that we may also follow him in his victory over death. 
 
5. The Crucifixion - to believe in love 
 
Some words of the Lord on the Cross 
Blessed is the One who gave his life for us, your Child Jesus 
Lord, by shedding his blood for us, your Son, Jesus Christ, established the paschal 
mystery. In your goodness make us holy and watch over us always. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
The Glorious Mysteries 

 
1. The Resurrection of the Lord – peace and joy 
 
A reading from the Gospel of St Mark 16:1-5 
Blessed is the One who resurrected on Easter morning, your Child Jesus. 
God our Father by raising Christ your Son, you conquered the power of death and 
opened for us the way to eternal life. Let our celebration today raise us up and 
renew our lives by the Spirit that is within us. 
 
2. The Ascension of the Lord - to believe in the dignity of man 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of St Luke 24:50-51 
Blessed is the One who was raised up to heaven, your Child Jesus. 
God our Father, make us joyful in the Ascension of your Son Jesus Christ. May we 
follow him into the new creation, for his Ascension is our glory and our hope. 
 
3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit - the unity of the church and a missionary spirit. 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2:1-4) 
Blessed is the One who sent the Holy Spirit, your Child Jesus. 
God our Father, let the Spirit you sent on your Church to begin the teaching of the 
gospel continue to work in the world through the hearts of all those who believe 
 
4. The Assumption – hope 
 
A reading from the Book of Revelation (12:1) 
Blessed is the One who took you with him into glory, your Child Jesus. 
All powerful and ever living God, you raised the sinless Virgin Mary, mother of your 
Son, body and soul to the glory of heaven. May we see heaven as our final goal and 
come to share her glory. 
 
 
5. The Crowning of Mary - to believe in the Church of heaven and earth. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Esther (2:16-17) 
 
Blessed is the One who made you the Queen of Peace, your Child Jesus.  Father, 
You have given us the Mother of Your son to be our Queen and Mother. With the 
support of her prayers, may we come to share the glory of your children in the 
Kingdom of Heaven 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD IN THE 

SHREWSBURY DIOCESE 

 

Eternal Father, 

we thank you for every priest 

who has brought us your Word of truth, 

the grace of the sacraments and above all, 

the supreme gift of the Holy Eucharist. 

Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, 

who called the apostles to follow him, 

we ask you to raise up new and generous vocations to the Priesthood. 

Send forth the Holy Spirit to open the hearts 

of a new generation to your call and 

enable them to recognise the joy of giving the whole of their lives in love 

Through Jesus, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

During our Virtual Pilgrimage there is the opportunity to follow the Way of the Cross 

either following the Upper Stations or the Lower Stations.  

Opening Prayer 

Almighty God and loving Father, we thank you for the gift of Jesus Christ your Son, 

we thank you that you sent him as one like is in all things but sin. We thank you that 

he lived and died and rose gain for us. Send forth the Holy Spirit, as we remember 

Jesus’ suffering and death, to teach us the lessons of the Cross and to put them into 

action in our lives through Jesus Christ who is Lord forever and ever. Amen 

Before each station we pray: 

We adore you O Christ and we praise you because by your holy Cross you have 

redeemed the world. 

After each station we pray: 

I love you Jesus my love above all things I repent with my whole heart for 

having offended you. Never permit me to separate myself from you again. 

Grant that I may love you always and then do with me what you will. 

 

 

First station: Jesus is condemned to death 

At every Passover festival Pilate was in the habit of 

setting free any one prisoner that the people asked for. 

At that time a man named Barabbas was in prison with 

rebels who had committed murder in the riot. When the 

people gathered and began to ask Pilate for the usual 

favour, he asked them, “do you want me to free for you 

the king of the Jews?” he knew very well that the chief 

priests had handed Jesus over to him because they 

were jealous. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd 

to ask, instead, for Pilate to set Barabbas free for them. 

Pilate spoke again to the crowd, “what, then, do you 

want me to do with the one you call king of the Jews?” 

they shouted back, “Crucify him!” “But what crime has 

he committed?” Pilate asked. They shouted all the 

louder, “Crucify him!” Pilate wanted to please the crowd 

so he set Barabbas free for them. Then he had Jesus 

whipped and handed over to be crucified. (Mark 15: 6-

15) 

 



Reflection: Pilate did something that he knew to be unjust because he wanted to 

please the crowd. Do I judge others unjustly? Do I collude in injustice because I want 

to please those around me or to follow the crowd?  

Prayer: Lord Jesus you allowed yourself to be condemned unjustly out of love for each 

one of us. Enlighten our hearts and minds so that we may always know what is right 

and just and give us the courage to do good and avoid evil despite what others may 

think or say about us. Amen 

 

Second Station: Jesus receives his Cross 

 

The soldiers took Jesus inside to the courtyard of the 

governor’s palace and called together the rest of the 

company. They put a purple robe on Jesus, made a crown 

out of thorny branches, and put it on his head. Then they 

began to salute him: “Long live the king of the Jews!” they 

beat him over the head with a stick, spat on him, fell on 

their knees and bowed down to him. When they had 

finished mocking him, they took off the purple robe and put 

his own clothes back on him. Then they led him out to 

crucify him. (Mark 15: 16-20) 

 

 

Reflection: The soldiers mock Jesus because they do not recognise him for who he 

really is; the Word made flesh, the splendour of the Father, the King and Saviour of 

the whole world. Do I recognise Jesus as Lord and King of my life? Do I seek his will 

or do I bow down to the false values around me and so mock my King? 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you allowed yourself to be mocked and tortured out of love for 

each one of us. Help us to respond to your love by recognising you as Lord and King 

of our lives. May we seek your will in our lives and reject the false values that surround 

us so that we may know your peace and freedom in our lives. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Third Station: Jesus falls for the first time 

But he endured the suffering that should have been ours, 

the pain that we should have borne. But because of our 

sins he was wounded, beaten because of the evil we did. 

We are healed by the punishment he suffered, made whole 

by the blows he received. All of us were like sheep that 

were lost, each of us going his own way. (Isaiah 53: 4-6) 

 

Reflection: Jesus falls under the weight of the Cross, but 

driven on by his love for each one of us and for his Father 

he gets up again. He falls that we too might rise again. 

When I fall and fail in following Jesus do I give in and grow 

discouraged? Do I remember that it his love and 

forgiveness that raises me up once more to begin again as 

a disciple? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you allowed yourself to fall and to be humiliated out of love for 

each one of us. Help us when we fail to seek your love, healing and forgiveness and 

to begin our journey with you once more. Give us the strength never to give up in 

trying to respond ever more fully to the gift of your love. Amen.  

 

The Fourth Station: Jesus is blessed by His mother 

 

On the third day there was a marriage in Cana in Galilee, and 

the mother of Jesus was there; Jesus was also invited to the 

marriage, with his disciples. When the wine failed, the mother 

of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to 

her, “O women what have you to do with me? My hour has not 

yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he 

tells you.” (John 2:1-6) 

 

 

Reflection:  Perhaps as Mary meets her suffering Son she thought back to happier 

times, perhaps even to his first sign at Cana in Galilee. Then Jesus had said that his 

hour had not yet come. Now his hour has come for him to show his greatest sign His 

Passion and Death when he shows us how much he loves us and when he destroys 

sin and death forever so that we can enjoy the new wine of the kingdom of heaven 

forever. Do I remember Mary’s invitation to follow Jesus and do as he tells us? Do I 

call on her prayers to help me to seek God’s will and put it into action in my life?  



Prayer: Lord Jesus, out of love for us you gave your mother to be our mother also. 

May we always be thankful for the great gift of Mary. May she always pray for us and 

may we allow her to lead us to you. Amen. 

 

Fifth Station: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry his cross 

On the way they met a man named Simon, who was coming into 

the city from the country, and the soldiers forced him to carry 

Jesus’ cross. (Simon was from Cyrene and was father of 

Alexander and Rufus.) (Mark: 15:21-22) 

Reflection: The soldiers force Simon to carry Jesus’ cross not 

because they felt sorry for him but they feared he might die before 

being humiliated on the cross. What did Simon think? He had to 

be forced to help Jesus. When I see others suffering or in difficulty 

do I help out of love for Jesus or am I like Simon forced to help? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Simon did not recognise the great privilege 

he had been given to help his Lord and master. Give us the grace to recognise the 

privilege you have given us to serve you in the poor, the difficult, the sick and the 

needy and grant us the strength to serve you in them with love. Amen 

 

Sixth Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus 

 

He had no dignity or beauty to make us take notice of him. 

There was nothing attractive about him, nothing that would 

draw us to him. We despised him and rejected him; he 

endured suffering and pain. No one would even look at him-

we ignored him as if he were nothing. (Isaiah 53: 2-3) 

Reflection: Simon had to be forced to help but Veronica gives 

us the true image of holiness. Moved with love and 

compassion for Jesus she wipes his face disfigured by torture 

covered in blood. Do I recognise the face of Jesus in the poor 

and the homeless, those disfigured by pain and suffering? 

Do I help or do I turn away? 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your divine and holy face was disfigured and bruised because of 

your love for each one of us. Give us the grace constantly to seek your face truly, 

really and substantially present under the simple sign of bread in the Holy Eucharist. 

Lord Jesus, you come to us in Holy Communion may we return the favour by seeing 

your face in all those in need. Amen 



Seventh Station:  Jesus falls for the second time 

But he endured the suffering that should have been 

ours, the pain we should have borne. All the while we 

thought that his suffering was punishment sent by 

God. (Isaiah 53: 4) 

Reflection: Jesus is mocked and humiliated as he 

falls once more. The people look and laugh thinking 

him a terrible sinner punished by God. When, in 

reality he is sinless, the Holy One, the Son of the 

Father who suffers and falls for his sinful people. Do 

I appreciate what Jesus has done for love of me? Is 

my heart thankful that on the journey of life and even 

when I fall I can get up again and I am never 

abandoned because of what Jesus has done for me? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you fell once more for love of me and love of the Father. Give us 

a living faith that grasps something of what you have done for us, lift us up when we 

fall. Grant that we may not judge others when they fall but that we may pray for them 

and help them up. Make us all faithful disciples. Amen 

 

Eighth Station: Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem 

A large crowd of people followed him; among them were 

some women who were weeping and wailing for him. Jesus 

turned to them and said, “Women of Jerusalem! Don’t cry for 

me, but yourselves and your children. (Luke 23: 27-28) 

Reflection: A large crowd follows Jesus, but it is the women 

of Jerusalem who truly see what is happening here. It is they 

who see who Jesus really is and that he is unjustly 

condemned. These are women of great faith. Do I allow faith 

to shape my vision of the world? Or do I allow the crowd to 

cloud my sight? 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus even as you walk the way of the Cross your concern is for others 

and you are concerned for us. Grant each one of us a true and living faith so that we 

can truly see reality through your eyes. Cast out from our hearts darkness and doubt. 

Give us the light of faith. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Ninth station: Jesus falls for the third time 

He was treated harshly, but endured it humbly; he never 

said a word. Like a lamb about to be slaughtered, like a 

sheep about to be sheared, he never said a word. He was 

arrested and sentenced and led off to die and no one cared 

about his fate. He was put to death for the sins of our people. 

(Isaiah 53: 7-8) 

 

Reflection: Jesus falls for the third time. He has been 

mocked and tortured and his physical weakness is extreme. 

And yet once more he rises pushed forward by his love for 

the Father and for me. Do I begin to understand the great 

love that Jesus has for me? How do I respond to that love? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you fell three times for love of the Father and each one of us. 

Help us to realise that despite our sins and failings your love never gives up on us. 

Help us to realise that you love us just as we are but you love us too much to leave 

us as we are. Help us constantly to turn away from sin and to turn to you. Lord Jesus, 

convert us to yourself! Amen 

 

Tenth station: Jesus is stripped of his garments 

They took Jesus to a place called Golgotha, which means “The 

place of the skull.” There they tried to give him wine mixed with 

a drug called myrrh, but Jesus would not drink it. Then they 

crucified him and divided his clothes among themselves, 

throwing dice to see who would get which piece of clothing.    

(Mark 15:22-24) 

 

Reflection: Jesus is stripped of everything. His humiliation is 

complete and he has nothing left to give to his people except his 

very life. Am I generous in responding to Jesus’ love? Do I offer him everything in 

return? Am I generous with those in need? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we thank you for your love and generosity. Help us to be generous 

in our response to you. Help us to remember that whatever we do to the least of our 

brothers and sisters we do to you. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

Eleventh station: Jesus is nailed to the cross 

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 

The notice of accusation against him said: “King of the Jews”. 

People passing by shook their heads and hurled insults at 

Jesus: “Aha! You were going to tear down the temple and 

build it up again in three days! Now come down from the 

Cross and save yourself!” in the same way the chief priests 

and teachers of the Law jeered at Jesus, saying to each 

other, “He saved others but cannot save himself! Let us see 

the Messiah, the king of Israel come down from the cross 

now and we will believe in him!” (Mark 15: 25-31) 

 

Reflection: The Lord Jesus, the Word made flesh, God with us, suffers the humiliating 

death of the worst criminal. One beam of the cross points to heaven the other 

embraces the whole world. The cross is transformed from an instrument of torture to 

the tree of life because it is an act of perfect love for the Eternal Father and the whole 

world, each one of us. In my life do I seek to put in to practice Jesus’ love for the 

Father and love for each person? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you hung on the Cross for love of the Father and for love of me. 

Teach us to understand the power and the wisdom of the Cross. Teach us that united 

to you we too can transform with love disappointment, pain, sickness, bereavement, 

difficulties. Lord Jesus, unite our suffering with your Cross. Amen 

 

Twelfth Station: Jesus dies on the Cross 

At noon the whole country was covered in darkness, which 

lasted for three hours. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with 

aloud shout, Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachtani? Which means, my 

God my God, why did you abandon me?” With a loud cry Jesus 

died, the curtain hanging in the temple was torn in two, from 

top to bottom. The army officer who was standing there in front 

of the cross saw how Jesus died “This man was really the Son 

of God!” he said. (Mark 15: 33-35; 37-38) 

 

Reflection: Jesus has completed his earthly life and mission. 

His perfect sacrifice of love has been accomplished. He has offered his life in love to 

the Father and for each one of us. Dying Jesus destroys the power of sin and death 

forever. As I stand before the cross I ask myself: what have I done for Christ? What 

am I doing for Christ? What will I do for Christ? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for your sacrifice on the cross. Thank you for your love 

for us love that reaches to death and beyond. Help us to grasp in our minds and hearts 



what it is you have done for us and help us to respond to your love by spending our 

lives serving you and one another. Amen.  

 

Thirteenth Station: Jesus is taken down from the cross 

It was towards evening when Joseph of Arimathea arrived. He was a respected 

member of the Council, who was waiting for the coming of the Kingdom of God. It was 

preparation Day (that is the day before the Sabbath) so Joseph went boldly into the 

presence of Pilate and asked him for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear 

that Jesus was already dead. He called the army officer and asked him if Jesus had 

been dead a long time. After hearing the officers’ report, Pilate told Joseph he could 

have the body. (Mark 15: 42-46) 

Reflection: Jesus is taken down from the cross his 

human body at peace now. Tradition tells us that his 

body is placed in the arms of his mother Mary. How 

must she have felt as she tenderly held the body of her 

innocent son? When we grieve we know that Jesus 

knows our pain for he himself wept at the death of his 

friend Lazarus and we know that Mary helps us with her 

prayers for she too knew the pain of loss.  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, as we remember your death, we 

pray for all the dead: our loved ones, our family, our 

friends and those whom no one remembers. Have 

mercy on all the dead, grant them the peace of your 

Kingdom and comfort all who suffer loss. Amen. 

 

The Fourteenth Station: Jesus is placed in the tomb 

Joseph bought a linen sheet, took the body down, wrapped it in a sheet, and placed 

it in a tomb which had been dug out of solid rock. Then he rolled a large stone across 

the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph were 

watching and saw where the body of Jesus was placed.      (Mark: 15: 46-47) 

 

Reflection: Jesus’ body is placed in the tomb and his 

enemies, the powerful, must have thought that the death 

of this man had solved a problem, an inconvenience, a 

nuisance. Yet this life, the life of God, could never be 

extinguished. How do I see others? Particularly those 

who cause me problems or who I find difficult? Do I see 

others as a problem? An inconvenience? Or do I 

recognise that everyone is valued, is significant, is 

needed, and is willed by God? 



Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us to recognise the dignity and value of every human life. 

Teach us again reverence for all human life particularly at its most vulnerable stages. 

Convert the powerful to see that every human life is a gift to be cherished, not a 

problem to be solved. Amen. 

 

Fifteenth station: The Resurrection of our Lord from the dead 

Very early on Sunday morning, at sunrise, the women went to the 

tomb. On the way they said to one another, “Who will roll away the 

stone for us from the entrance to the tomb? (It was a very large 

stone). Then they looked up and saw that the stone had already 

been rolled back. So they entered the tomb, where they saw a 

young man sitting on the right, wearing a white robe- and they were 

alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed, “he said, I know you are looking for 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is not here- he has been 

raised.” (Mark 16: 3-6) 

Reflection: The Lord Jesus is risen and alive. This is our faith, this is the faith of the 

Church and we are proud to profess this faith in Christ. Do I recognise Jesus as alive 

and Risen with me on the pilgrimage to heaven? Or do I think of him as a good man 

from the past? Do I have a living faith, capable of passing on faith and life to others? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we thank you for having suffered, died, and Risen from the dead 

for us.  Renew our faith, revive your life within us. Give us a deep, personal and living 

faith, a faith that we can share with others so that they together with us can share in 

your divine life here and now and forever into eternity for you are Lord forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HAIL HOLY QUEEN 

 

Hail Holy Queen, mother of mercy, hail our life, our sweetness and our hope. 

To thee do we cry poor banished children of Eve. 

To thee do we send up our sighs mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. 

Turn then most gracious Advocate thine eyes of mercy towards upon us and after 

this our exile show us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR LADY OF CONTINUED BLESSING 

 

Mary, you remembered all things and pondered them in your heart, help me to do 

the same. 

It is you who lived in obscurity in Nazareth, 

show me the way to love every day 

It is you who spent company with Jesus, help me to make more real the 

experience of my pilgrimage. 

I also offer to you in prayer those I met in Lourdes especially the sick and those 

with disabilities. 

You asked for a chapel to be built, I pray for the community of which I am a 

member. 

Continue to look on me, you who are the Immaculate Conception, mother of 

Mercy, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remember Lord those who have died 

 

Since our pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes last year a number of our 

former pilgrims or those associated with our pilgrimage have gone to their rest. Some 

of these, our dear friends, have come with the Diocesan pilgrimage each year for 

many years and will be sadly missed by all of us. 

 

As we make our virtual pilgrimage this year, let us remember them, along with those 

who have died in recent years, in our prayers. 

 

Bishop Brian Noble 

Margaret Hewetson 

Eileen Mary McKay 

George & Miriam Bridson 

Sr Mary Patrick 

Canon Gerry Breen 

Anna Torpey 

Ted Prickett 

Deacon Fred Beddow 

Deacon Peter Bravey 

Brenda Costall 

Dr Sean Blaney 

Les Duff 

Helena Griggs 

Eric Mugan 

P J Cahill 

Peter Malone 

 

 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, 

 through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Amen 
 

 



SHREWSBURY DIOCESE LOURDES HOSPITALITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diocese of Shrewsbury Lourdes Hospitalité exists to bind together the volunteer 
pilgrims, known in French as Hospitalier(e)s, who help in the service of all pilgrims, 
especially our assisted pilgrims (the sick), during the Pilgrimage. Our helpers 
comprise of doctors, nurses, volunteer helpers, chaplains, and praying members. 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury Lourdes Hospitalité is a religious sodality in the Catholic 
Church, that is a religious gathering with a unifying purpose of doing charitable 
works, with a strong social and spiritual element and is affiliated to the Hospitalité 
Notre Dame de Lourdes (the central Hospitalité coordinating most volunteers in 
Lourdes throughout the year).  
  

Scope & Purpose 
 

The Diocese of Shrewsbury Hospitalité is responsible for coordinating the welcome 
and care of all pilgrims in Lourdes, with a particular focus on the assisted pilgrims 
who travel with us.  
 

Men and women of all ages and backgrounds come 
to Lourdes as volunteer-helpers to answer Mary’s 
request for people to ‘come in procession’, but more 
importantly they come in response to the command 
of her son Jesus to love God and to love our 
neighbours as ourselves (Gospel of Mark 12:29-31). 
These volunteer-helpers, who are pilgrims 
themselves, strive to encounter Jesus in each 
pilgrim, caring for their physical, emotional and 
spiritual well-being.  
 

The members of the our Hospitalité are volunteers who have made a commitment to 
serve fellow pilgrims in Lourdes on a regular basis; one week each year when 
possible. They help in the smooth running of religious and other activities on the 
Pilgrimage, so that everyone can benefit from the spiritual and social benefits of a 
pilgrimage to Lourdes.  
 

The Hospitalité provides its members with a social and spiritual community; 
cooperation and mutual support is essential to our work. We work hard, play hard 
and pray hard!  
 
 
 



Origins 
 

The name Hospitalité comes from the French term for charitable organisations that 
originally welcomed and sheltered travellers, the sick and the needy.  
 

All Hospitalités that come to Lourdes on pilgrimage are known as ‘accompanying’ 
Hospitalités, because they accompany pilgrims from a specific place. They are 
mostly affiliated to the Hospitalité Notre-Dame de Lourdes (HNDL), the central 
coordinating Hospitalité that coordinates much of the ‘infrastructure’ of Lourdes: the 
baths, the processions, the reception of pilgrims, crowd-control, etc.  
 

The Hospitalité Notre-Dame de Lourdes consists of approximately 16,000 members 
from around the world. It encourages pilgrimage Hospitalités to send volunteers to 
join it for one week a year. Volunteering for the HNDL is known as doing a ‘Stage’ 
(meaning work-experience).  
 

As well as the HNDL, the Sanctuaries in Lourdes are kept running throughout the 
year by a team of permanent and seasonal staff, responsible for coordinating the 
liturgies, maintaining the candles, cleaning, building maintenance, personnel, 
translations, gardening, etc. There are also teams of permanent chaplains, youth-
workers, caterers, and those in the Welcome-Information Service.  
 

All these teams work together to make the 
pilgrimage experience as happy and fulfilling as 
possible for all pilgrims to Lourdes.  
 

There are also religious orders permanently in 
Lourdes who run pilgrim shelters for assisted 
pilgrims, known as ‘Accueils’, or ‘houses of 
welcome’. These buildings are something between 
a hospital and a hotel.  
 
The main Accueils in Lourdes are:  
 
The Accueil Notre-Dame: Run by an order of nuns and their staff, this Accueil is in 
the heart of the domaine, and used by the Diocese of Shrewsbury. The Shrewsbury 
Hospitalité works closely with the staff of the Accueil Notre Dame.  
 

The Accueil Marie Saint Frai: Run by a different order, and located just outside the 
domaine in a recently refurbished nineteenth-century building. 
 

 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury Hospitalité was 
founded in 1951 and next year in 2021 we will be 
celebrating our 70th Anniversary, we hope that you 
will be able to join in with our planned events and 
celebrations in the coming year.   
  
  

 


